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If you want to have a say
on who represents you
on the Knoxville City
Council or weigh in on
the sales tax increase
proposal, the first step is
making sure you’re reg-
istered to vote by the
end of the day on Oct. 6.

Go to tnmap.tn.gov/voterlookup to
determine whether you are already
registered. If you’re not, you can fill
out the forms there.
Want to learn more about the issues?
Our Voter’s Guide with candidate in-
terviews and thoughts from neighbors
for and against the sales tax hike are
available at knoxnews.com.

It’s the
last day

to register
to vote
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HAPPY SUKKOT

The Knoxville City Council’s deci-
sion to shelve a plan to sell Chilhowee
Park land to a nonprofi�t has opened up
a larger discussion about what’s next
for the centerpiece park on the city’s
east side.
Community advocates who pushed

the council to reject Mayor Indya Kin-
cannon’s deal to allow Emerald Youth
Foundation to build a sports complex
are coalescing around a vision: “Free
Chilhowee.”
“We want an open and public park

where people are free to come and go,
to enter and simply be themselves,”
Tanner Jessel, a representative from
the group Rally for Chilhowee told
Knox News. “After decades of studies
and plans shaped by voices outside
the community, it is time for grass-
roots voices to lift up our shared park
land.”
One option, Jessel said, is to create

a land conservancy similar to the one
that guides the future of Lakeshore
Park on Knoxville’s west side.

How does the Lakeshore Park
conservancywork?LakeshorePark is
the only city park that’s run by a con-
servancy, a nonprofi�t that handles
fundraising for park beautifi�cation
and improvements. Knoxville owns
the land, and taxpayers pay for utili-
ties, bathroommaintenance and trash
pickup, according to a February pres-
entation from conservancy founder L.
Caesar Stair III.

Lakeshore Park’s overhaul re-
quired millions of dollars: Stair
said the park has $59 million in
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Conservancy
could set
Chilhowee
Park free

A community member holds up a sign
opposing the Chilhowee Park land
sale to Emerald Youth Foundation on
Sept. 30. ANGELINA ALCANTAR/

NEWS SENTINEL

See FEINBERG, Page 6AT
here’s reason to think a future friendlier to nuclear energy is coming. h Vladimir Sobes,
an associate professor of nuclear engineering at the University of Tennessee at Knox-

ville, says the numbers tell part of the story. h “Literally, in the last three years we have
tripled theundergraduate class,”Sobes said. “Theyoungpopulation, theyounggenera-

tion, is seeing nuclear on the rise and they’re excited and committed to it.” h A standard class in
past years amounted to about 40 students, he said. Now, the department has 120 freshmen.

UT’snuclear engineeringdepart-
ment is one of the best, according to
the U.S. News & World Report,
which placed the department’s
graduate program third nationally.
The department also benefi�ts from
close ties with institutions like the
Oak Ridge National Laboratory,
which is managed by UT-Batelle, a
partnership between the university

and the nonprofi�t BattelleMemorial
Institute.
Sobes isn’t alone with his opti-

mism. He and others recently
talked over the future of nuclear
power in a moderated conversation
at UT with The Nuclear Company, a
South Carolina startup that was
visiting the university on a 14-site
bus tour promoting its business and

nuclear generation. The stops in-
cluded screenings of a documen-
tary called “The Nuclear Frontier,”
which served as a prompt for dis-
cussing the path forward for nucle-
ar energy.
It’s a high-stakes debate, the

company’s chief nuclear offi�cer, Joe

The 2024 Nuclear Opportunities Workshop, or NOW Conference, addressed why now is the time for Tennessee to be all-in
on what industry experts are calling a nuclear renaissance. The 2025 conference brought in 1,000 attendees who are
“experts in nuclear fi�ssion and fusion energy, national security, radioisotopes, environmental management, policy,
regulation, reactors and workforce,” according to the East Tennessee Economic Council. ANGELINA ALCANTAR/ NEWS SENTINEL

WHAT IS NUCLEAR
ENERGY’S FUTURE?

TENNESSEE WILL PLAY A BIG ROLE

Mariah Franklin Knoxville News Sentinel | USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE

“This is really the first time in my career that we’ve

seen bipartisan support for the industry.”
Greg Boerschig

Vice president of the TVA’s Clinch River reactor project

See NUCLEAR FUTURE, Page 6A
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Klecha, told an audience at the univer-
sity’s Baker School of Public Policy and
Public Affairs. America needs to in-
crease its nuclear energy generation if it
hopes to keepupwithChina andRussia,
Klecha said during the panel, repeating
a key theme of the documentary.
The Nuclear Company exists to build

and run nuclear reactors in theU.S., and
a May filing with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission showed the com-
pany recently raised $46million toward
that end. Its leaders are hoping to build
more nuclear power through partner-
ships with other private companies and
utilities.
Increasing domestic nuclear energy

production is a priority for the admini-
stration of President Donald Trump,
who’s signed a series of executive or-
ders aiming to “unleash American ener-
gy” as power demand increases for the
first time in decades. It’s a project with
deep roots in East Tennessee. More
than 150 nuclear companies are based
in or operate in Knoxville and Oak
Ridge.
The Nuclear Company itself doesn’t

have tight business ties to East Tennes-
see at this point, Klecha told Knox
News, but it’s open to theprospect going
forward.

Nuclear on an upswing across the
US, with strong East Tennessee
ties

If UT’s numbers represent a broader
trend of research interest in theU.S. nu-
clear sphere, they’re a breakwith the re-
cent past.
An analysis from the International

Energy Agency shows the U.S. has
slowed low-carbon energy research
spending on nuclear technology since
the 1990s. But Greg Boerschig, vice
president of the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority’s Clinch River reactor project,
said there’s support for nuclear power
across political party lines.
Both former President Joe Biden, a

Democrat, and Trump, a Republican,
have backed nuclear generation, which
accounts for a little less than 20% of
utility-scale generation.
“This is really the first time in my ca-

reer that we’ve seen bipartisan support
for the industry,” Boerschig said.
In Tennessee, officials are mostly

aligned when it comes to nuclear ener-
gy, according to Tracy Boatner, presi-
dent of the East Tennessee Economic
Council. And recent nuclear waste
cleanup efforts have made a difference
to East Tennessee’s place in the nuclear
space, Boatner said.

Boatner noted dozens of nuclear
firms have moved to Oak Ridge.
“Probably most of these announce-

ments would not have happened if we
had not had the cleanup of the legacy
waste from the Manhattan Project and
the Cold War that enabled us to free up
the land so that we could have these
projects coming to our state,” she said.

What’s holding back nuclear
power in East Tennessee, U.S.?

Recent decades have seen America’s
nuclear capacity stagnate, according to
a report from the Council on Foreign Re-
lations, a think tank focused on interna-
tional policy. Nuclear development is
expensive and time-consuming, mak-
ing it a heavier political lift than some

other forms of energy.
Tim Fitzgerald, an economist and

professor with the Baker School, said
the federal future of nuclear energy
rests on executive orders from the
Trump administration.
“To use the parlance of the nuclear

industry: We’ve had a first mover,” Fitz-
gerald said, referring to the Trump ad-
ministration. “We haven’t yet had a fast
follower. And it is not clear that the pol-
icy process is going to deliver.”
Positions that haven’t been filled and

federal restructuring adds to uncertain-
ty on the policy front, he said. The
Trump administration’s National Ener-
gy Dominance Council also lacks a clear
structure, Fitzgerald said, as well as “a
clear vision on the value of clean, emis-
sion-free power that nuclear can pro-
vide.”
The supply chain also presents some

challenges.
“You can’t get large forgings in the

United States for commercial nuclear
steam supply components,” Boerschig
said.
Getting that capacity to the U.S.

would be helpful in fulfilling East Ten-
nessee’s nuclear potential, he said.
Mariah Franklin is a growth and de-

velopment reporter focused on technol-
ogy and energy. Email: mariah.frank-
lin@knoxnews.com. Signal: mariah-
franklin.01

Nuclear future
Continued from Page 1A

Susan Morris, deputy manager of the National Nuclear Security Administration – Y-12 office, speaks to the media as
demolition of the Alpha-2 Complex continues at the Y-12 National Security Complex in Oak Ridge on July 8. The complex
was built for uranium enrichment operations as part of the Manhattan Project and once housed the equipment monitored
by the famous “Calutron Girls.” BRIANNA PACIORKA/NEWS SENTINEL

John Canik shows a model of a stellarator created by his nuclear fusion company,
Type One Energy, in Hardin Valley on March 26. CAITIE MCMEKIN/NEWS SENTINEL

contributions from conservancy do-
nors, including the Haslam family, in
addition to hundreds of thousands of
city and state dollars.
“You need three things: The vision,

somebody tofinance it and somebody to
make it happen,” Stair III said at his
presentation. In 1996 when the park
opened, the conservancy struck up a
management agreement with the city,
which was praised at the time by Gov.
NedMcWherter andMayor Victor Ashe.
“This is what government’s sup-

posed todo,”McWherter said at the1996
opening. “It’s supposed to bring Repub-
licans,Democrats and independents to-
gether to make things happen in a posi-
tive way.”

In the short term for Chilhowee
Park: Councilmember Amelia Parker,
who represents the whole city and will
be on the council until December 2027,
had been against the sale of Chilhowee
land to Emerald Youth from the start.
She shared via social media her

thoughts for the steps advocates should
take:
“1) Let’s get to know the programs in

EastKnoxvillewithplans toexpand that
need our support. 2)Wehavework to do
to ensure promised investments come
to Chilhowee Park to create the green,
park space with amenities like a com-
munity center accessible for event and
meeting rentals, etc. 3) With the Muse
taking over the Jacob Building, the city
owes the community a new exhibit hall
and community space where after-
school activities andweekend competi-
tions could be held. 4) The city is chang-
ing who will manage Chilhowee Park.
What are the city’s plans? Is the Zoo be-
ing considered for this role? What
would this mean for the Fair, etc?”
The5-4city council vote to shelve the

project Sept. 30was a blow toMayor In-
dya Kincannon’s administration. It left
city and Emerald Youth leaders without
a clear path forward for the 12.7 acres of
open space or the proposed sports com-

plex.
“We will be having meetings in the

coming weeks to discuss next steps,”
Knoxville spokesperson Kristin Farley
told Knox News in an email. “We look
forward to sharing more after we have
had a chance to talk things through.”

Why was the Chilhowee Park land
sale such a big deal?

Thecity’s plans to sell aportionof the
public park land with minimal input
from neighbors have dominated local
political conversations over the past
seven and a half weeks.

It brings up decades of frustra-
tions: The conversations aren’t new,
Councilmember Seema Singh, said in a
statement explaining her vote against
the sale.
“We complain about low voter turn-

out, butmaybe the reason so fewpeople
bother toparticipate is becausewedon’t
listen to themwhen theydo,”Singhsaid.
“This feels like another version of the
Urban
Renewal projects that lasted through

the 1970s that saw displacement of
more than1,750Black families. This isn’t
about Emerald Youth - it’s about park
land we’ve kept fenced in for years and
about rolling over a community that
hasn’t had the political capital to defend
themselves.”

Themes at the heart of the debate:
Who should make decisions about pub-
lic land? What’s the best way to run a
public park? How can a small group of
people advocate for and act on behalf of
a broad constituency? Is it better to
think about individual projects in the
moment or as part of a greater vision?
Where is the line between church and
state? What level of communication
does an executive owe constituents?

Oct. 6 is the last day to register to
vote for Knoxville City Council and
the sales tax referendum

Speaking of conversations about
public process, today is the last day to
register for the 2025 Knoxville election.
Early voting runs from Oct. 15-30 and

Election Day is Nov. 4.
The top two vote-getters in each

district from the August primary
moved on to the general election. Knox-
ville City Council Districts 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6
have open seats this year because the
council members representing those
districts have reached the end of their
term limit.
This election is historic because it’s

the first one in decades in which only
residents of a district will vote on that
district’s representation in both the pri-
mary and general elections. Previously,
all cityvotershadasayoneachdistrict’s
representatives.
All Knoxville voters, including those

who live in District 5, can vote on Kin-
cannon’s proposal to raise sales taxesby
half apercent topay for affordablehous-
ing and road and sidewalk projects.

What you can do: Go to
tnmap.tn.gov/voterlookup to determine
whether you are already registered. If
you’re not, you can fill out the forms
there.

Stay tuned: Knox News’ Voter’s
Guide is available online. We inter-
viewed every candidate willing to have
an in-person or over-the-phone conver-
sation, and highlight perspectives from
neighbors supporting and opposing the
sales tax increase.

Knoxville and Knox County have a
new three-year plan to strengthen
the community’s homelessness
response system

The Knoxville-Knox County Office of
Housing Stability has a new board to
work on its three-year plan to combat
homelessness, including representa-
tives from health care, social services,
local government, law enforcement and
individualswhohavepersonally experi-
enced homelessness.
“This board brings together the expe-

rience and commitment we need to im-
plement our new strategic plan and cre-
ate lasting solutions,” Erin Read, the di-
rector of the office of housing stability,
said in a release. “Their leadership will
be vital to ensuring that everyone in our
community has a safe and stable place

to call home.”
The plan sets five goals and lists

steps to accomplishing them:
Ensure a homeless services system

that responds with urgency and effi-
ciency

h Strengthen planning for local
homelessness services

h Improve governance and represen-
tation on the board

h Enhance the coordinated entry
system, which allows providers across
the city to match clients with services

h Conduct housing inventory and
gap analysis

Prevent homelessness
h Expand shelter diversion
h Develop a housing navigation pro-

gram
Reduce unsheltered homelessness
h Expand homeless shelter and

warming center capacity
h Increase homeless day center ca-

pacity
h Improve access to health services

for people experiencing homelessness
h Expand employment opportunities

for people experiencing homelessness
Increase access to permanent

housing for homeless households
hMaximize housing resources for

homeless households
h Expand veteran housing options
Expand funding capacity and sus-

tainability of the homeless services
system

h Increase grant funding opportuni-
ties

h Increase local funding opportuni-
ties

h Deelopphilanthropic contributions
What’s next: The board will meet

monthly for the next six months, Read
said in a release. Read told Knox News
the meetings aren’t scheduled yet. Stay
tuned.

Check out the plan: The plan gets
into evenmore specifics abouthoweach
goalwill be achieved andwhen. Check it
out at knoxtnhousing.org/continuum-
care.html.
Allie Feinberg is the politics reporter

for Knox News. Email: allie.fein-
berg@knoxnews.com; Reddit: u/Knox-
NewsAllie

Feinberg
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